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METHAMPHETAMINE CRISIS:  
HYPE OR FACT?

  "This is the beginning of a classic scare where you have horrible anecdotes substituted 
for epidemiological evidence and the media going with these easy stories," says Dr. 
Craig Reinarman of the University of California. "You don’t want to mistake the worst 
case scenarios for the norm but that is what happens and it’s true of every drug scare."

IS USE EXPANDING?
The federal government’s own numbers show that "Incidence of methamphetamine use 
generally rose between 1992 and 1998. Since then, there have been no statistically 
significant changes."

HOW MANY METH USERS ARE THERE? 
About 5% of Americans older than 12 have tried the drug. About 0.3% have actually 
used it in the last month, versus 0.1% for heroin and 1.0% for cocaine.

CAN METH BE TREATED SUCCESSFULLY? 
Research shows successful treatment requires a significant commitment of time and 
resources as well as patience.

HOW BIG IS THE "HOME COOKING" PROBLEM?
Illegal activity is tough to measure but some officials estimate that about 20% of domestic 
meth consumption comes from the small-scale domestic labs using cold medications and 
other household materials.

HOW EFFECTIVE ARE RESTRICTIONS ON
"HOME COOKING" CHEMICALS?

Since Oklahoma restricted the sale of cold and allergy medicines officials report a 90% 
drop in meth lab seizures. Unfortunately the Mexican cartels immediately filled the gap.  
Seizures of a purer, smokeable form of methamphetamine known as "ice" are up 500%.

“THE METH EPIDEMIC
... AMERICA’S MOST DANGEROUS DRUG”

-- Newsweek

Policy Should Reflect Facts, Not Hype! 


